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B.) AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 
Claim 1. (canceled) 

Claim 2. (currently amended) A collective procurement management system comprising: 
a processor, and 

a memory in communication with the processor, the memory storing a plurality of 
processing instructions that enable the processor to: 

generate a profile fo r each of a plurality of purchasers based on their 
purchasing characteristics over a period of time, the profile characteristics including types o f 
it ems ordered, quantities of items ordered, location and ship ping needs; 

gen^te a .profile for each of a. plurality of sellers based on types of items 
provided, i ndijstrY _t vpe, payment methods used, order shipment time and credit rating : 

provide to each of the plurality of sellers a macro for automatically 
u ploading a catalog of it ^m? availab l e f o r p urchase, including a minimum price and a minimum 
order size of each of the items: 

provide the minimum price and t he minimu m order s iz e to the plurality of 
purchasers prior to a submission of a purchase request ; 

receive a purchase request from each of a the plurality of purchasers for an 
item, each purchase request including a at least one sep arate purchase price for an the item^a 
sep arate quantity of the item, and a separate delivery condition for the item ; 

receive, from at least on e seller each of a p l urality o f sellers, a bid for a 
supply commitment for the item, th e supply commitment each bid including a plurality of supply 
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prices for the item , each supply price corresponding to a quantity of the item to be included in an 
order; 

group said plurality of purchase requests, based on the item and the 
purchase price, into a collective procurement order; 

identify at least Qne o f the plural i ty of sellers for supplying the item for ^ 
collective p rocurement order based on the received bids: 

identify a final supply price for the collective procurement order based on 
the ordered quantity of the hem in the collective procurement order and the received bids supply 

fulfill said collective procurement order bv matching at least one of the 
identified suppliers with rcopoot to eaeh at le^st one of said plurality of purchasers, based on a 
comparison of th? profi le of each purchaser with th? with the p rofil e of each identified supplier 
and further based on each requested purchase price and received delivery condition comp are^ tn 
the supply commitment received for each identified supplier supply commitments, at least one of 
said purchase requests being fulfilled at the final supply price when the final supply price is 
lower than the purchase price included in a said purchase request. 

Claim 3. (previously presented) The system of claim 2, said memory further comprising 
an inventory database Including a listing of at least one item available for purchase by the 
plurality of purchasers. 
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Claim 4. (previously presented) The system of claim 2 wherein the processor groups each 
purchase request based on a similar item requested by the plurality of purchasers. 

Claim 5. (previously presented) The system of claim 2 wherein the processor groups each 
purchase request only if the purchase requests specify the same item. 

Claim 6. (previously presented) The system of claim 2 wherein the processor fulfills the 
collective procurement order if the plurality of purchase requests satisfy at least one threshold 
condition. 

Claim 7. (previously presented) The system of claim 6, said threshold condition including 
a minimum number of purchasers in the collective procurement order. 

Claim 8. (previously presented) The system of claim 6, said threshold condition including 
a minimum quantity of requested items in the collective procurement order. 

Claim 9. (previously presented) The system of claim 6, said threshold condition including 
a minimum total order price for the collective procurement order, the total order price based on 
the plurality of purchase prices and a number of requested items in the collective procurement 
order. 
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Claim 10. (currently amended) A method for fulfilling a collective procurement order 
between at least one supplier and a plurality of purchasers, the method comprising: 

generating a pr ofile for each of a plurality of purchasers based on their purchasing 
characteristics over a period of time, the profile characteristics including types of items ordered, 
Q uantities of items ordered. Location and shipping needs: 

generat ing a profile for each of a plurality of sellers based on types of items 
provi ded, industry type, payment methods used, order shipment time and credit rating: 

providing to ea ch of the plurality of sellers a macro for automatically uploa ding a 
catal og of items available for purchase, including a minimum price a nd a minimum order size o f 
each of the items: 

providing; the minimum price and the minimum order size to the plurality of 
purchasers prior to a submission of a purchase reques t: 

receiving a purchase request from each of a plurality of purchasers for an 
identified item, the purchase request including a at least one separate purchase price for an 
id e ntified i t o m , a separate quantity of the identified item, and a separate delivery condition for 
the identified item : 

r e c e iving a supply commitment from at least one s u pplier for the identified item, 
th e supply oomrnitmont including a plurality of supply prices, each s upply pric e corresponding to 
a quantity of th e item to bo includ e d in an order, 

s e l e ctively gr ou ping said plura l ity of purchase requ e sts, based on said identified 
it e m and th e purchase pric e; to cr e ate a collectiv e procur e m c nt -ofdeF; 
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id e ntifying a final supply prioo for the coll e ctive proourcmcm v ordor based on the 
ordered quan t ity of tho item in the oollcctivc proourcmcnt order and the s upply commitment and 

fulfilling said collective prnnnrnmnpt f* rdor between said at-leaat one suppli e r and 
said plurality of purchasers, based on -eaet 

purchas er s and r e ceived supply commitm e nts, at l east otto of said purcha ser 
fulfilled at -t h e final s upply price when the final supply pric e is lower than tho purohas c price 
includ e d in a purohosc reque st 

receiving, fr om each of a plurality of sellers, a bid for a supply commitment for 
the .ident ified item, ea c h bid including a p lurality of supp ly prices for the identifi ed item, eac h 
supply price corresponding to a quantity of the identified item to be included in an or der; 

grouping said plurality of purchase req uests^ based on the identified item and the 
purchas e price, into a collective procurement order: 

identifying at least one of the pl urality of sellers for supplying the identi fied item 
for the collective procurement order, based on the received bids; 

identifying a final supply price for the collective p rocurement order based nn th^ 
Quantity of t he identifi ed item in the collective procurement order and the received bids: and 

fulfilling said collective procurement order bv matching: at least one of the 
identified suppliers to at least one of said plurality of purchasers, based on a comparison of the 
profile of each purchaser with the with the profile of each identified supplier, and furt her based 
on each requested purchase price a nd received delivery condition compared to the sup ply 
commitment received for each iden tified sup pli er, at least one of said purchase req uests being 
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fulfilled at t h e fina l s upply price when the final supply price is lower than the purchase p rice 
included in said purchase request 

Claim 1 1. (currently amended) The method of claim 10 wherein said collective 
pft***rem ent order ia fulfill e d by a p l urality of suppli er each of said suppliers falfilfe& fulfill at 
IgasLa portion of said coll e ctive procurem e nt order each purchase request 

Claim 12. (canceled) 

Claim 13. (previously presented) The method of claim 10, said fulfilling further 
comprising: 

fulfilling the collective procurement order only if a minimum total quantity of the 
identified item is ordered from the plurality of purchase requests. 

Claim 14. (previously presented) The method of claim 10, said fulfilling further 
comprising: 

fulfilling said collective procurement order only if a minimum number of 
purchasers are grouped. 

Claim 15. (previously presented) The method of claim 10, said fulfilling further 
comprising: 
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fulfilling the collective procurement order only if a minimum total order price is 
established for the collective procurement order, based on the plurality of purchase requests. 

Claim 16. (previously presented) The method of claim 10 wherein said purchase price 
received from each of said purchasers includes a plurality of prices, each price corresponding to 
different quantities of the identified item in the purchase request. 

Claim 17. (previously presented) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

receiving at least one acceptable price from the at least one supplier, each 
acceptable price corresponding to a total quantity of the identified item in the collective 
procurement order. 

Claim 18. (canceled) 

Claim 19. (previously presented) The method of claim 10, each said purchase request 
specifying at least one additional purchase condition in connection with the identified item. 

Claims 20-35. (canceled) 

Claim 36. (currently amended) A method An apparatus for completing collective 
procurement management orders, comprising; 
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r r wvh ic n pn r r hm f mt] 4 Hum imc h u fg plm ulh y o f purohoa c ra, ea o k p uidm ^e 

re qu e st including a purchaoo prioe and a quantity of an item ; 

receiving a supply commitment from for the identified item from caol i o f a 
pluralit y nf s upp lic ro, eac h Dup p l, co mm itme nt ino l udi n g u plu i ul it y u f s upply pric e s, ea ch 

r to a quantity of th e item to be included in an order; 

> requests into a collective procurement order, baaed 0 1 1 t he 
requested item and the purchas e prio e , 

kt e ntifVinfe a - final supp l y pri™ fnr thn nni i nn t p l T pro c ur e m e nt o r d e r b aaed on the 
ordered quantity of the item in t h e c ollective p i oc u icniui l o rder and the supply commitment , 



and 




e emptettng the ooltootivo procurement order ouoh that Gaid plura lt 
roqu ca t o arc fulfilled with r r^prm t to each said pm tl mm price and received supply i 
at least one of said purohaao rcqucoto being fulfilled at the final aupply pr it x when the fin al 
supply price »3 lower than the purcha s e price included in a purcha s e request 

m eans for generating a profil e for each of a pl urality of p urchasers based ™ th*; r 
BUrehajins characteristics over a period of time, the p rofit characteristics includi ng types nf 
items ordered, quantities of items orde r ed, location and shipp ing needy 

means for generating a profile for each nf a plurality of se llers based nn typ^c »f 
items provided, industry t ype p ayment methods ..^ »rd«- cement r , me anri credh rat - n? , 

means for providing to each of the p lurality of sellers a macro for antomat ^lfy 
uploading a catalog pf jtems availa ble for purcha se, including a minimum p rice and a minimum 
order size of each of the items; 
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means for pr oviding the minimum price and the minimum order size to the 
plurality of purcha sers prior to a submission of a purchase req uest; 

means for receiving a purchase request from each of a plurality of purchasers for 
an identified item , the purchase request including at least one sep arate purchase pric e, a separate 
quantity pf the i dentified item , and a separate delivery con dition for the identified item : 

means for receivin g, from each of a plurality of sellers, a bid for a sup ply 
commitme nt fpr the id e n t i fied item, each bid including a plurality of supply prices for the 
iflwtified . i te m, each supp ly price corresponding to a quantity of the identified item to be 
included in an order: 

means for grouping said plurality of pur chase requests, based on the identified 
item and the purchase prire int o a collective procurem ent order; 

means for identifying at least one of the plurality of sellers for supplying the 
identified item for the collective procurement order, based on the received bids: 

means for identifying a final s upply price for the collective procurement order 
based on the quantity of the identified item in the co llective p rocurement nrrW *nH fh^ r~^„H 
bids: and 

means for fiilfill iijg said co llective procurement order bv matching at least one of 
the identified suppli ers to at least one of said p lurality of purrWe rs. based on a comp arison of 
the profile of each purchaser with the wi t h the profile of each identified supplier and further 
based on each requested purchase price and received d elivery condition compared to the supply 
commitment received for ea ch identifi ed supplier, at leas t one of said p urchase re quests being 
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fulfilled at the final s upply price when the final supply price is Jower than the purchase p rice 
included in said purchase request . 

Claim 37. (currently amended) The method apparatus of claim 36, said purchase request 
including at least one additional purchase criteria. 

Claim 38. (currently amended) The method apparatus of claim 36, further comprising: 
means for notifying at least one purchaser of a pending collective procurement 
order based upon profile information of the et- l e ast on e user purchaser . 

Claim 39. (currently amended) The method apparatus of claim 36, further comprising: 
means for identifying, to the at least one supplier, a number of purchase requests 
forming said collective procurement order, wherein said supply price is based on the number of 
purchase requests. 

Claim 40. (currently amended) The method apparatus of claim 36, further comprising: 
means for notifying the plurality of purchasers of an amount of time remaining 
prior to a closing of the collective procurement order. 

Claim 41 . (canceled) 
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Claim 42. (previously presented) The system of claim 2, said plurality of purchasers 
comprising at least two purchasers providing different purchase prices. 



Claim 43. (canceled) 



Claim 44. (previously presented) The method of claim 10, said plurality of purchasers 
comprising at least two purchasers providing different purchase prices. 

Claim 45, (canceled) 
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